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HELLO! HELLO!  

A Message from our Pastor- Father Adam Kotas:  

Jesus gives the authority to expel daemons to the 72 disci-
ples not just the 12 apostles showing us that the power to 
drive evil out of our midst isn’t reserved to a select few with 
special powers but that this power is given to each of us who 
are His followers.  

So often we may think that bishops and priests or some oth-
er special select people have some power to heal or bring 
about peace and joy and faith that you don’t have because 
you don’t have a specific role in the church and this weekend 
Jesus says that all of us, no matter our role in the church, 
have Him inside of us as His body and through this reality we 
can drive evil out of lives!  

So drive the devil out of your family and marriage and circle 
by declaring your authority over him and his powers.  

Your power, inside of you, is way more powerful than any 
daemon. The devil is the great divider, “diabolus” in Latin 
means the slasher, and that’s what the devil does he de-
stroys and his main tool is division, don’t let him, don’t give 
in to his temptation, remain solid and steadfast in your faith.  

Resist the devil by remaining United in your marriage and 
your family and in our church and in our society for we are 
the United States of America not the divided states. The dev-
il wants to divide us, but we shall resist him by focusing on 
that which unites us.  

We have Jesus who unites us and we are all His body, all of 
us. Let us pray that as we celebrate July 4th and our inde-
pendence as a nation we may not allow those forces of evil 
to come and create division in our midst! 

 I pray for this grace for you and your family and our church! 
With a blessing and a Polish smile, 

Father Adam Kotas 
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The readings for 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time remind us that God comforts us, even in difficult times.  

   In the first reading we hear that God provides for us in abundance.  

   In the second reading Paul encourages us to rejoice in the cross, for we are united with Christ. 

 In the gospel Jesus tells us that discipleship will involve work and even rejection, but he also tells         
us to rejoice in our labor! 

Themes in Our Readings 

PARISH NEWS – IMPORTANT NEWS ABOUT OUR BIBLE STUDY 

Exciting news!  We are having our 1st Bible Study/mixer on THURS-
DAY JULY 14th  from 6pm-8pm.  PLEASE NOTE- THIS IS A RESCHED-
ULED EVENT!!! There will no longer be a study on Friday, 7/29, it 
has been rescheduled to:  

  THURSDAY 7/14/22 

             6-8pm 

We will have fun mingling, some food and an hour of Bible Study 
with our one and only Father Adam!   

Father Adam’s studies are always thought provoking, fun, and filled 
with meaningful life application, and of course, plenty of laughter!   

Bring a simple appetizer to share and RSVP to Pamtolan@cox.net.  
We are hoping to have enough attendance to continue these monthly…so 
COME JOIN US!!  If you need assistance driving to the study, please let Pam 
know and she will try and assist you.  We want everyone to attend! 

 

Bible Study 
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Reading I  

(Isaiah 66: 10-14) 

Isaiah has a TON of symbolism and is quite frankly, 
a lot of work to understand for those of us dealing 
with life in 2022! But, I think this is the sentence to 
reflect on: ”As one whom his mother comforts, so 
will I comfort you; and you will be comforted in 
Jerusalem'” (v. 13).  The Hebrew words for com-
fort (three variants used in this verse) “give relief” 
or “‘help find release’ from pent-up sorrow and 
emotion.”  

The people of Jerusalem have experienced terrible 
problems over a period of many decades, begin-
ning with the siege of Jerusalem.  Many were killed 
or starved to death.  The rest were taken into ex-
ile, where they spent decades in servitude to Baby-
lonia.  When God raised up Cyrus of Persia, who 
allowed them to return and rebuild Jerusalem, 
they found only piles of rubble.  So frustrating. 

They were faced, not only with the hard labor of 
rebuilding, but also with the hostility of their 
neighbors.  They had experienced a miserable time 

            Reading II     

                (Galatians 6:14-18)  

Paul does not boast about what he has done, nor about the virtues of carrying out or not carrying out a 
particular religious ceremony (i.e. Circumcision). Paul boasts only about what Christ has done for him on 
the cross. Christ has given him a new life, so that sinful things may no longer attract him and his sinful 
nature may no longer desire them (14-15). Those who live according to this principle are the true people 
of God, the true descendants of Abraham (16). 

Slaves had scars made in their bodies to show which master they belonged to. The important mark in 
Paul’s body is not circumcision, which marks a person as a slave of the law, but scars he received in his ser-
vice as a willing slave for Jesus Christ (17). Paul may be referring to scars he received when he was stoned 
by opponents in Galatia. Paul was often beaten for the sake of Christ and nearly died in order to get the 
message of the gospel to people! He closes his letter by encouraging the Galatians once more to stand firm 
in the grace of God. Paul is not afraid because he finds sincere comfort in Christ, as should we.   

Readings 

that had lasted—and lasted—and lasted.  You 
know those times you feel so discouraged you just 
want to throw in the towel?  That was them.  But 
now Yahweh promises to comfort them—to give 
them relief—to help them find release from their 
pent-up sorrow and emotion.  And, Yahweh (GOD) 
is there for us too in the same way. 

While Yahweh is most often presented as male in 
the Old Testament, here Yahweh is likened to a 
mother—a comforting mother.  While each person 
experiences his/her mother and father in his/her 
own way, most people associate comfort with 
their mothers instead of their fathers.  For most of 
us, mother-comfort is the epitome of comfort—
comfort par excellence—the best comfort that we 
will ever know.  It is that kind of comfort that Yah-
weh is promising the people of Jerusalem, and we 
know GOD is constant and unchanging, so remem-
ber, HE is there to comfort you too, always, so 
fight the good fight and power through. 
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Gospel  

(Luke 9:51-62) 

Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-two as lambs among wolves.  

Some general thoughts to ponder: 

• Jesus, you came as one bringing peace, and told us to greet people with a word of peace, not hos-
tility, or judgment. May your blessing flow through me, so that when I leave people, they may feel 
uplifted and peaceful by my words.  Yes, we will meet people who are like wolves trying to devour 
us, but like dust, shake them off your feet and keep persevering with Christ-like behavior. Rejec-
tion is part of life, get over it. 

• Where you find a good place to spread the word, you stay there. You move on if there is no open-
ness. Shake other people’s negative “dust” off and move on to an open heart. 

• A harvest can be ruined by a lack of workers. A field full of fruit can go to waste when there are not 
enough people to pick the fruit. The world is the harvest of God where his love and his word are 
sown.  We are to be Jesus’ hands and feet reaching out to others because we always need more 
workers 

• You don’t need a lot of “stuff.”  Stuff distracts us from a life of service. We put trust in Him rather 
than in having spares of everything or by depending on money. Prayer and service, love of others 
and of the poor, bring the kingdom near in word and deed. 

• The Lord had his helpers - people went before him to announce he was coming. The kingdom of 
God is never spread on one's own. As a community we listen to the word of God and respond. 
Team work is the way forward for any Christian community. Prayer helps us recognize the gifts and 
talents of everyone, and the dignity of each of us in the sight of God. 

• There is an encouragement here from Jesus to place trust only in Him as we work for the kingdom 
of God. We are to carry little for the journey. Often what we do in faith and love seems to bear 
little fruit. You may never know whose life you have touched, just stay focused on serving HIM. 

• Jesus sees that the harvest was great and tells us to ask God for help. Wherever I see need, I will 
look for God's help and see what I can do. 

• Jesus does not want the disciples to be encumbered, but wants them to be free and ready to move 
in His service, proclaiming peace. And remember, the miraculous ministry of Jesus proved God’s 
power to be far greater than Satan’s! 

 

Congratulations to Ann Marie and Ray 
Steffanus: 60 years of holy matrimony!  

Members Ann Marie and Ray Steffanus renewed their wedding 
vows at Mass on Sunday June 26, after only 60 years together as 
man and wife.    

The entire parish wishes them many more years blessed with hap-
piness and love.    “….but the greatest of these is Love.”  1 Cor. 13 
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MEMBERSHIP at Divine Mercy Polish National Catholic Church 

Pentecost is a time generally regarded as when the Church began.  So too, is the beginning of Divine 
Mercy Polish National Catholic Church.   Since we are a member driven parish, it’s important that you 
prayerfully consider joining.   

Parish members have rights and responsibilities to help with the ongoing operation of the church.  We 
cannot do it without YOU!  If you have a financial hardship that is keeping you from joining, please see 
Fr. Adam.  

Regular contributions, which support the ongoing parish expenses and special purposes, are free will 
contributions, separate from the parishioners’ annual membership obligation.  

Membership forms are available here in both English and Spanish.  Print out the form, complete and 
return to the parish office.   

Questions?  Ask any volunteer during church services, visit the Parish office during normal hours or 
phone (702) 331-3352.  

God bless.  

Religious Goods Store 

Father Adam suggests you check out our Religious Goods Store for items to purchase.  He strongly rec-
ommends having St. Benedict medals, Sleeping St. Joseph and Rosaries in your home to bring you com-
fort and ward off negativity.   

These items remind us daily to live a more Christ-like and Christ-centered life.   
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Follow Divine Mercy on Facebook, and view 
Father Adam Kotas’ inspirational posts.  

@Divine Mercy Las Vegas 

Facebook 

Visit our website for more Parish information 

https://www.divinemercylv.org/  

 

Or come by the Church and Religious Goods Store 
located at: 

Divine Mercy Polish National Catholic Church –  

3844 Meadows Lane, Las Vegas, NV 89107  

(702) 331-3352 

Website 

Divine Mercy PNCC 

Online Giving 

Did you know you can donate online?  It’s fast, easy, and secure!   Click here to be taken to 

our secure online portal.   Father Adam Kotas and the members of this parish thank you for 

supporting Divine Mercy Polish National Catholic Church.   
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Volunteers Needed!!! 

What is a church – it’s not a building, but rather the people who are in the building to worship Jesus 

Christ through serving one another.  Where can you serve?   

The following committees need your talents!  We cannot do this without each other.  

• Hospitality Committee 

• Facilities Committee 

• Technology Support Committee 

• Usher Committee 

• Collection Committee 

• Coffee and Donut Committee 

• Newsletter Committee 

• Sound System Committee 

• Camera Committee 

If you feel called to serve, or just need more information- Please send your name, phone number, 
email address and the area(s) you are interested in serving to:  

Jill Lopez:  jilljlopez@yahoo.com  

NAME   _______________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number _________________________________________________________ 

Email Address   _________________________________________________________ 

• Hospitality Committee 

• Facilities Committee 

• Technology Support Committee 

• Usher Committee 

• Collection Committee 

• Coffee and Donut Committee 

• Newsletter Committee 

• Sound System Committee 

• Camera Committee 

Volunteer Campaign 

Print this page, fill out the below information, circle the area(s) you’re interested in, and leave at the front office desk.   

Prayerfully Consider 

and  

Newsletter Editor: Pam Tolan 

Newsletter Designer: Jill Lopez 
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