
 1 

HELLO! HELLO!  

A Message from our Pastor- Father Adam Kotas: 

A couple of weeks ago I celebrated a funeral for a family and at the cemetery in front of the grave the 
daughters of the deceased man were trying to throw themselves into the hole in the ground where the 
casket was to be lowered. Everyone was shocked and it was traumatic for the children there to watch this 
wailing and hysterical crying and arm raising, they were giving then rubbing alcohol on a sponge. I couldn’t 
take it anymore and as I prayed I heard Jesus say what we hear in this weekend’s Gospel: “let the dead 
bury the dead.”  

So I looked at the women and said emphatically “stop the show!” “Either you stop the show or I am leav-
ing because I will have no part of this fiasco, put yourselves together and stop the show.” People looked 
with horror at me as I continued saying: “if you want to throw yourself in the hole here go ahead and do it 
but not with me here, your father is the one who died, you are to live, he’s the one who has passed away 
and you are of no help to your mother making a scene here trying to die with him.”  

At this the mom got up and said “the father is correct, stop it, let’s bury your dad with dignity, he wouldn’t 
want you to be like this.” Wow, finally some sense came to these women that they are to live and pull 
themselves together and take Jesus at His Word that the dead are to bury the dead while we are to live. 
You are doing your deceased loved ones no favor not living. You think they can enjoy heaven while you 
are miserable on earth? They see what is going on here and if they see you all down and depressed and 
trying to die with them it doesn’t please them or allow them to enjoy heaven. If you love your loved ones 
who have passed away, love yourself the way they loved you.  To love yourself is to strive to live a happy 
and fulfilled life moving on from their passing. If you need to date again after losing your spouse, do it! 
You are to live and let the dead bury the dead! They are the real living ones in heaven while we are the 
dying ones, but in the meantime let us live and live life to the fullest for Jesus came that we might live and 
“live life abundantly” (John 10:10). So live! You have one shot at this! You have one life! Live! 

With a blessing and a big ALIVE smile! 

Father Adam Kotas 
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Do you know there’s a theme to the readings every week?  Within that theme there’s a message for 
each of us (sometimes several messages), but the Old Testament reading is a foreshadowing of the 
New Testament Reading and it’s summarized and explained within the Gospel Reading!  Even the Psalm 
sung by the cantor ties in with the messaging!   

Our ultimate goal each week is to take this message in the readings, and APPLY the lesson 
to our DAILY LIFE by LIVING OUT THE MESSAGE! 

The message this week is that doing God’s will requires some determination and sacrifice. We will be 
asked to let go of things we are attached to. We might have to leave behind family and familiar places. 
But the path of discipleship is never lonely, for Jesus is always walking with us. 

This gospel begins by telling us that Jesus is “resolutely” headed to Jerusalem. He knows this is a terri-
ble, difficult journey. But he does not look back or turn aside. He leaves the familiarity of Galilee and 
the favorable response he received there. It is a difficult road to travel for him and his disciples. 

We do not know where we might be called to go on our own journey. There will be twists and turns 
and challenging conditions. But we must not look back and long for the past. In dying to ourselves and 
letting go, we will eventually find new life.      

Jesus tells us today not to be distracted by anything else while we are on the course of serving God. It 
may sound rude for Jesus to tell us that we should not bury our dead or departed loved ones or we 
should not bid our family and friends goodbye when embarking on a journey. But the salient message 
here is, do not give other people or things more preference over God. 

We should also not be distracted by the actions and utterances of others who despise our mission to 
serve our God. Also we should not revenge against anyone who hurt us while we serve God because 
revenge is not for us but for God. 

In the readings this week, Jesus tells someone that “Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, 
but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head.” This was meant to tell us that in our quest to serve 
the Lord, we should be prepared to accept suffering, uncomfortable circumstances, and to not rely on 
creature comforts while promoting God’s Kingdom. 

Let us today know that Knowing God, Loving, Serving and Glorifying Him is our core mandate and our 
priority over other worldly affairs that preoccupy us. 

Themes in Our Readings 

PARISH NEWS – IMPORTANT NEWS ABOUT OUR BIBLE STUDY 

Exciting news!  We are having our 1st Bible Study/mixer on THURSDAY JULY 14th  from 6pm-8pm.  PLEASE 
NOTE- THIS IS A RESCHEDULED EVENT!!! There will no longer be a study on Friday,7/29, it has been resched-
uled to THURSDAY, 7/14, 6-8pm!! 

We will have fun mingling, some food and an hour of Bible Study with our one and only Father Adam!  Father 
Adam’s studies are always thought provoking, fun, and filled with meaningful life application, and of course, 
plenty of laughter!  Bring a simple appetizer to share if you can.  We are hoping to have enough attendance 
to continue these monthly…so COME JOIN US!!  If you need assistance driving to the study, please let the  
parish office know and we will try to assist you.  We want everyone to attend!  parish@divinemercylv.org

Bible Study 
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Reading I 

(1 Kings 19: 16, 19-21 ) 

The Call of Elisha (Elisha is called to be a Prophet 
of Elijah, foreshadowing Jesus’ call to His disciples) 

Elisha’s call narrative is telling us about vocation 
and discipleship. How do we recognize God’s call 
in our lives? What signs of our talents and gifts 
have we seen in the past, and what must we give 
up to embrace the future God is making for us? 
How have we seen God’s work manifested in men-
tors, friends, or strangers? Have we apprenticed 
ourselves to scarcity and fear or to abundance and 
hope? 

We know that the prophetic call can be full of dan-
ger, loneliness, and despair. The prophet stands 
against the most powerful men in the land — the 
kings — and opposes their status quo. Elisha’s ea-
gerness to follow Elijah may thus seem a bit naïve. 
Here the resonances with New Testament visions 
of discipleship become insuppressible for the 
Christian reader. 

Reading II 

 (Galatians 5:1, 13-18) 

This is talking about LIFE BY THE SPIRIT 

The Spirit of God, given to Christians when they believe the good news of Christ helps us to live out our 
faith each day. Those who “live by the Spirit” will reject and be safe from the “works of the flesh,” which 
include “impurity, lying, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dis-sensions, factions, 
envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these” (Gal. 5:19–21). Parts of this list sound all too similar to 
life in many workplaces—strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions and envy. Even seemingly 
religious practices such as idolatry and sorcery have real manifestations in the workplace. If we are called 
to live in the Spirit at all, then we are called to live in the Spirit at work. 

Paul specifically warns us against “self-indulgence” in the name of freedom. Instead, we should choose to 
“become slaves [or servants] to one another.” At work, this means we are to assist our co-workers even 
when we are in competition or at odds with them. We are to confront fairly and resolve our jealousies, an-
gers, quarrels, dissensions, factions, and envy, rather than nurture resentment. We are to create products 
and services that exceed our customers’ legitimate expectations, because a true servant seeks what is best 
for the person served, not merely what is adequate. 

Readings 
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All four Gospel accounts describe Jesus address-
ing the soon-to-be disciples with the call, “Follow 
me.” With no hesitation, they put down their old 
work and take up this new vocation. It can seem 
absurd in its abruptness. Where is the risk assess-
ment? Where is the accounting of their savings or 
their retirement portfolios? Why aren’t they 
holding out for 2.5 children and a house on a cul-
de-sac instead? 

A commitment to discipleship requires an about-
face, a total turn away from the world’s values 
and toward God’s. The Bible witnesses to the na-
ture of this call again and again, be it in the story 
of Moses and the burning bush, of Elisha under 
Elijah’s mantle, or of the disciples’ setting down 
their nets. I am reminded of the hymn “I have 
decided to follow Jesus,” which sums up this 
commitment to discipleship in starkly poignant 
terms: “The world behind me, the cross before 
me, no turning back, no turning back.” 
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Gospel 

(Luke 9:51-62) 

The Cost of Following Jesus 

Jesus uses the occasion to speak about discipleship and about the implications of following him. He is 
saying, “Be willing to let go of the past.” You bury the dead and move on. There comes a time when 
you leave the comforts of home, let go of the doorpost, and move into uncharted waters.  

The disciples were in despair and confusion following the crucifixion and resurrection. They looked 
back and resumed their previous occupation of fishing. It isn’t until Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit 
empowers them, that they begin their true work of spreading the Gospel of Jesus all around the Medi-
terranean. 

These verses jar us into asking, “How are our lives different as followers of Jesus than what they might 
have been otherwise?”  

I remember a bumper sticker asking, “If you were on trial for being a Christian, would there be 
enough evidence to convict you?” Discipleship means living in ways we might not otherwise live. 

Being a Christian and a disciple of Jesus gives us a whole new identity. Because our lives are now meas-
ured by eternal things, we are “exiles and aliens” in this world.  

Little did the disciples know that day that they would soon become nomads on this earth, travelling all 
over, with no fixed home, living in often frightening and hostile circumstances, as followers of their 
Lord. But they — and we — were also pilgrims, because pilgrims do have a final destination, namely in 
eternity with God. 

Whether we think of ourselves as aliens, strangers, nomads, or pilgrims on this earth, it is because we 
follow Jesus, and that often takes us into new ways of living, such as perhaps volunteering to serve 
Jesus?? 
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MEMBERSHIP at Divine Mercy Polish National Catholic Church 

Pentecost is a time generally regarded as when the Church began.  So too, is the beginning of Divine 
Mercy Polish National Catholic Church.   Since we are a member driven parish, it’s important that you 
prayerfully consider joining.   

Parish members have rights and responsibilities to help with the ongoing operation of the church.  We 
cannot do it without YOU!  If you have a financial hardship that is keeping you from joining, please see 
Fr. Adam.  

Regular contributions, which support the ongoing parish expenses and special purposes, are free will 
contributions, separate from the parishioners’ annual membership obligation.  

Membership forms are available here in both English and Spanish.  Print out the form, complete and 
return to the parish office.   

Questions?  Ask any volunteer during church services, visit the Parish office during normal hours or 
phone (702) 331-3352.  

God bless. 

Religious Goods Store 

Father Adam suggests you check out our Religious Goods Store for items to purchase.  He strongly rec-
ommends having St. Benedict medals, Sleeping St. Joseph and Rosaries in your home to bring you com-
fort and ward off negativity.   

These items remind us daily to live a more Christ-like and Christ-centered life. 

https://www.divinemercylv.org/sign-up-here
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Follow Divine Mercy on Facebook, and view 
Father Adam Kotas’ inspirational posts.  

@Divine Mercy Las Vegas 

Facebook 

Visit our website for more Parish information 

https://www.divinemercylv.org/  

Or come by the Church and Religious Goods Store 
located at: 

Divine Mercy Polish National Catholic Church – 

3844 Meadows Lane, Las Vegas, NV 89107  

(702) 331-3352

Website 

Divine Mercy PNCC 

Online Giving 

Did you know you can donate online?  It’s fast, easy, and secure!   Click here to be taken to 

our secure online portal.   Father Adam Kotas and the members of this parish thank you for 

supporting Divine Mercy Polish National Catholic Church.   
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Volunteers Needed!!! 

What is a church – it’s not a building, but rather the people who are in the building to worship Jesus 

Christ through serving one another.  Where can you serve?   

The following committees need your talents!  We cannot do this without each other. 

• Hospitality Committee

• Facilities Committee

• Technology Support Committee

• Usher Committee

• Collection Committee

• Coffee and Donut Committee

• Newsletter Committee

• Sound System Committee

• Camera Committee

If you feel called to serve, or just need more information- Please send your name, phone number, 
email address and the area(s) you are interested in serving to:  

Jill Lopez:  jilljlopez@yahoo.com 

NAME   _______________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number _________________________________________________________ 

Email Address   _________________________________________________________ 

• Hospitality Committee

• Facilities Committee

• Technology Support Committee

• Usher Committee

• Collection Committee

• Coffee and Donut Committee

• Newsletter Committee

• Sound System Committee

• Camera Committee

Volunteer Campaign 

Print this page, fill out the below information, circle the area(s) you’re interested in, and leave at the front office desk. 

Prayerfully Consider 

and  

Newsletter Editor: Pam Tolan 

Newsletter Designer: Jill Lopez 
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